




CITY COUNCIL  MEETING OF  MARCH 6, 2017 
 

   
Monday, May 15, 2017 4:00 PM 2017 Scholarship Award Ceremony 
  (Sullivan Chamber) 
   
Monday, May 15, 2017 5:30 PM Regular City Council Meeting 
  (Sullivan Chamber) 
   
Monday, May 22, 2017 5:30 PM Regular City Council Meeting 
  (Sullivan Chamber) 
   
Monday, June 5, 2017 5:30 PM Regular City Council Meeting 
  (Sullivan Chamber) 
   
Monday, June 12, 2017 5:30 PM Regular City Council Meeting 
  (Sullivan Chamber) 
   
Monday, June 19, 2017 5:30 PM Regular City Council Meeting 
  (Sullivan Chamber) 
   
Monday, June 26, 2017 5:30 PM Regular City Council Meeting 
  (Sullivan Chamber) 
   
Monday, August 7, 2017 5:30 PM Special City Council Meeting 
  (Sullivan Chamber) 
   
Monday, September 11, 2017 5:30 PM Regular City Council Meeting 
  (Sullivan Chamber) 
   
Monday, September 18, 2017 5:30 PM Regular City Council Meeting 
  (Sullivan Chamber) 
   
Monday, September 25, 2017 5:30 PM Regular City Council Meeting 
  (Sullivan Chamber) 



CITY COUNCIL  MEETING OF  MARCH 6, 2017 
 

I .  RECONSIDERATION LIST  

  
1. Councillor Toomey filed Reconsideration of the vote taken at the City Council meeting of February 27, 

2017 on Policy Order #7 stating that the City Council support the 10-citizen petition recently presented 
to the Cambridge Historical Commission, asking for a tiered designation system and other amendments 
to the Harvard Square Conservation District guidelines and possibly to its boundaries. 

 
REC-2017-1 
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III .  CALENDAR  

  

CHARTER RIGHT  
 

1. That the City Manager is requested to establish the requirement that all appointments to the City's 
commissions, advisory committees, and task forces reflect the City's diversity and that the Civic 
Unity Committee is asked to sign off on all such appointments going forward. 

 
CHARTER RIGHT EXERCISED BY MAYOR SIMMONS ON FEBRUARY 27, 2017. 
POR 2017 #53 

ON THE TABLE  
 

2. An application was received from Mundo/Lux, requesting permission for a sandwich board sign in 
front of the premises numbered 2 Bow Street. 

 
CHARTER RIGHT EXERCISED BY COUNCILLOR CHEUNG ON DECEMBER 19, 2016. 
PLACED ON TABLE ON A VOICE VOTE OF 8 ON MOTION OF COUNCILLOR CHEUNG 
ON JANUARY 9, 2017. 
APP 2016 #106 

3. The City Manager is requested to confer with the appropriate departments to organize regular 
suppers on the second Saturday of each month, starting on the 13th of August, with free food for 
the Cambridge community in open public spaces throughout the various Cambridge 
neighborhoods. 

 
CHARTER RIGHT EXERCISED BY COUNCILLOR MAZEN ON JUNE 20, 2016. TABLED 
ON A MOTION BY COUNCILLOR BY COUNCILLOR MAZEN ON JUNE 27, 2016. 
POR 2016 #184 

4. The City Manager coordinate with the Finance Department, Cambridge Redevelopment Authority, 
and community stakeholders to outline a proposed system of governance, management, and 
stakeholder engagement for the Foundry, to be discussed in a public forum with the Council and 
community. 

 
CHARTER RIGHT EXERCISED BY COUNCILLOR TOOMEY ON OCTOBER 31, 2016. 
PLACED ON THE TABLE ON VOICE VOTE OF SIX MEMBERS ON MOTION OF 
COUNCILLOR TOOMEY. 
POR 2016 #286 
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5. That the City Manager is requested to work with the Traffic, Parking and Transportation 
Department and any other relevant City department to survey of city residents, work, and visitors 
to determine who is interested in parking in the City. 

 
CHARTER RIGHT EXERCISED BY COUNCILLOR KELLEY ON JANUARY 30, 2017.  
PLACED ON TABLE ON A MOTION BY COUNCILLOR CHEUNG VV8 ON FEBRUARY 6, 
2017. 
POR 2017 #31 

6. An application was received from Reviewed.com, requesting permission for two projecting sign at 
the premises numbered 19 Brookline Street and 147 Green Street. Approval has been received 
from Inspectional Services, Department of Public Works, Community Development Department 
and abutters. 

 
TABLED ON MOTION OF COUNCILLOR DEVEREUX ON FEBRUARY 27, 2017. 
APP 2017 #4 
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IV .  APPLICATIONS AND PET ITIONS  

  
1. A constable bond was received from James Desrosiers for approval of the surety. 

APP 2017 #7  
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V.  COMMUNICATIONS  

  
1. A communication was received from Doug Brown, 35 Standish Street, regarding Vacant & Abandoned 

Properties. 
COM 99 #2017  

 
2. A communication was received from Lawrence Bluestone, 18 Centre Street, transmitting a letter of 

support for Central Square Restoration Zoning Petition. 
COM 100 #2017  

 
3. A communication was received from Saul Tannenbaum, 16 Cottage Street, in support of the Central 

Square Restoration Petition. 
COM 101 #2017  
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IX .  COMMUNICATIONS AND R EPORTS FROM CITY OFFICERS  

  
1. A communication was received from Donna P. Lopez, City Clerk, transmitting a communication from 

Councillor Craig A. Kelley, regarding Open Meeting Law Training. 
COF 2017 #9  

 
2. A communication was received from Donna P. Lopez, City Clerk, transmitting appropriate 

documentation for your review regarding two signs at 19 Brookline Street and 147 Green Street. 
COF 2017 #10  
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  LATE RESOLUTIONS TO BE CONSIDERED BY THE CITY COUNCIL  

  
 Resolution on the death of Ernie Coppola. 

Councillor Toomey 
(ID # 4293)  
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  LATE AGENDA ITEMS RE QUIRING SUSPENSION OF THE RULES 
PER RULE 36A 
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16-106. Report on an outreach and communications plan for renters in Cambridge about the 
importance and availability of renters insurance and assist low- and moderate-income 
tenants in acquiring affordable renters insurance policies. 
Councillor Devereux (O-10) from 12/12/2016 

 
16-108. Report on whether people displaced and qualify for Emergency Status who are using 

Section 8 in other cities or towns can retain their resident preference for the purpose 
of Inclusionary Housing. 
Councillor Toomey, Mayor Simmons (O-4) from 12/19/2016 

 
17-2. Report on improving the audio visual set-up at the Citywide Senior Center. 

Councillor Devereux, Councillor Mazen, Councillor Carlone (O-4) from 
1/23/2017 

 
17-3. Report on parking meter usage in Porter Square to ensure that appropriate time limits 

are being considered for local businesses and other areas where parking meter 
operating hours have been adjusted. 
Councillor Toomey (O-5) from 1/23/2017 

 
17-4. Report on potential future public-private partnerships that could deliver an 

operational Foundry that consists of significant community space for the community. 
Councillor Toomey (O-6) from 1/23/2017 

 
17-6. Report on how the success of "pop-up" lanes will be measured and what lessons we 

expect to learn from them to help implement safer bicycling facilities throughout the 
City. 
Councillor Kelley (O-9) from 1/23/2017 

 
17-7. Report on a full update on the City's Community Choice Electricity Aggregation 

Plan. 
Councillor Cheung (O-1) from 1/30/2017 

 
17-8. Report on a full report from the Urban Agriculture Task Force. 

Councillor  Cheung (O-3) from 1/30/2017 
 

17-9. Report on ways the City can help small businesses offset other costs, included but not 
limited to the possibility of DPW picking up trash from these small businesses during 
their regular routes. 
Vice Mayor McGovern, Councillor Cheung, Mayor Simmons (O-6) from 
1/30/2017 

 
17-10. Report on drafting a Home Rule petition that would allow Cambridge residents to 

easily round up their sewer/water bill to help support local non-profit organizations. 
Councillor Cheung (O-7) from 1/30/2017 

 





CITY COUNCIL  MEETING OF  MARCH 6, 2017 
 

17-21. Report on the potential growth of next-generation wireless technology in the City, to 
include: the expected footprint of citywide coverage from just one company and what 
market competition might produce; the integration of public and private infrastructure 
to support the network; what local standards the City might hope to maintain relative 
to aesthetics and safety; and how this new technology fits into our Broadband access 
plans. 
Councillor Kelley, Councillor Devereux, Councillor Cheung (O-14) from 
2/27/2017 

 
17-22. Report on if a stop sign can be erected at the intersection located between 150 

Cambridgepark Drive and 160 Cambridgepark Drive and to determine if additional 
traffic safety measures are needed in this area. 
Mayor Simmons (O-15) from 2/27/2017 

 
17-23. Report on options for the old Harvard Square Theater within 30 days of receiving said 

notice, with their long-terms plans for this property. 
Councillor Cheung, Councillor Devereux, Vice Mayor McGovern (O-16) from 
2/27/2017 
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Approved by vote of City Council on _______________, 2017, certified copy of vote attached 
hereto: 

_________________________________________ 
Donna P. Lopez, City Clerk 
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      City of Cambridge 
 

 AGENDA ITEM 2 
 IN CITY COUNCIL  

          MARCH 6, 2017 
 
 

WHEREAS: Former City Manager Richard C. Rossi was a tireless champion for Cambridge 
residents in need of affordable housing; and 

  
WHEREAS: Generous private individuals and organizations in the Cambridge community have in 

the past and will in the future want to contribute financial support to Cambridge 
residents who in cases of financial emergency are having difficulty remaining 
affordably housed in Cambridge; and 

  
WHEREAS: The City of Cambridge is authorized by Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44,  

Section 53A to accept grants and gifts of funds and to expend those funds with the  
approval of the City Council and the City Manager for the purposes of the grants and 
gifts without further appropriation; now therefore be it hereby 

  
ORDERED: That the City Council go on record voting to create the Richard C. Rossi Housing 

Assistance Fund; the purpose of which is to provide limited emergency financial 
assistance to residents experiencing difficulty remaining housed in Cambridge.  
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 March 6, 2017  

 
To the Honorable, the City Council: 
 
In response to Awaiting Report Item Number 17-3, regarding a review of the parking meter 
usage in Porter Square to be sure that the time limits appropriately consider the needs of local 
businesses and to review other areas where parking meter operating hours have been adjusted, 
Traffic, Parking & Transportation Director Joseph Barr reports the following: 
 
In response to this request, we reviewed a significant segment of Massachusetts Ave in the 
vicinity of Porter Square, from Shepard Street to Beach Street, where meters are in effect from 
8:00am to 8:00pm. The overwhelming majority of meters in this section have two-hour time 
limits, but there are approximately 13 meters with 30-minute and one-hour limits. These meters 
are primarily adjacent or close to retail uses that benefit from short term parking with high 
turnover, such as the UPS Store or a bank. However, seven of these 13 shorter-term meters are 
located on the the long block between Martin Street and Linnean Street, in locations where a 
longter time limit may be desirable. We plan to reevaluate the adjacent uses on this block, and 
will likely convert several short-term parking spaces to two-hour meters.  
  

Very truly yours, 

 
Louis A. DePasquale  
City Manager 

 

 
LAD/mec 
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Very truly yours, 

 
Louis A. DePasquale  
City Manager 

 

 
LAD/mec 
Attachment(s) 
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Street Name Location Status
Kirkland Street Somerville City Line Installed
Hampshire Street Somerville City Line Installed
Prospect Street Somerville City Line Installed
Webster Avenue Somerville City Line Installed
Gore Street Somerville City Line Installed
Cambridge Street First Street Installed
First Street Cambridge Street Installed
Binney Street Land Boulevard Pending
Main Street Longfellow Bridge Pending
Ames Street Memorial Drive Installed
Massachusetts Avenue Memorial Drive Installed
Vassar Street Memorial Drive Installed
Brookline Avenue Memorial Drive Installed
Magazine Street Memorial Drive Installed
Pleasant Street Memorial Drive Installed
River Street Memorial Drive Installed
JFK Street Memorial Drive Installed
Hawthorn Street Memorial Drive Installed
Mt Auburn Street Fresh Pond Parkway Pending
Coolidge Avenue Cambridge Cemetary Installed
Mt Auburn Street Belmont Street Installed
Brattle Street Fresh Pond Parkway Pending
Huron Avenue Fresh Pond Parkway Held for Construction
Huron Avenue Grove Street Pending
Blanchard Road Grove Street Pending
Concord Avenue Belmont Town Line Pending
Blanchard Road Belmont Town Line Pending
Concord Avenue Fresh Pond Parkway Held for Construction
Bay State Road New Street Held for Construction
Rindge Avenue Alewife Brook Parkway Pending
Massachusetts Avenue Alewife Brook Parkway Pending
Cameron Avenue Somerville City Line Pending
Meacham Road Somerville City Line Pending
Dover Street Somerville City Line Pending
Beech Street Somerville City Line Pending
White Street Somerville City Line Pending
Somerville Avenue Somerville City Line Pending
Oxford Street Somerville City Line Pending
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      City of Cambridge 
 

 O- 
 Calendar Item # 1 
 IN CITY COUNCIL  
 March 6, 2017 

MAYOR SIMMONS 
 
ORDERED: That the City Manager be and hereby is requested to establish the requirement that all 

appointments to the City's commissions, advisory committees, and task forces reflect 
the City's diversity and that the Civic Unity Committee is asked to sign off on all such 
appointments going forward. 

 
CHARTER RIGHT EXERCI SED BY MAYOR SIMMONS . 
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