CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
JANUARY 7, 2019
5:30 PM
SULLIVAN CHAMBER

~MINUTES~
MEETING

Monday, January 7, 2019

TIME

5:30 PM

PRESIDING OFFICER

Vice Mayor Jan Devereux

CALL TO ORDER
Attendee Name

Present

Absent

Late

Dennis J. Carlone

☑

◻

◻

Jan Devereux

☑

◻

◻

Craig A. Kelley

☑

◻

◻

Alanna Mallon

☑

◻

◻

Marc C. McGovern

☑

◻

◻

Sumbul Siddiqui

☑

◻

◻

E. Denise Simmons

☑

◻

◻

Timothy J. Toomey

☑

◻

◻

Quinton Zondervan

☑

◻

◻

PRESENTATIONS

None
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Arrived

MOMENT OF MEDITATION

In memory of Paul Wilson, victim at Danehy
Park and Bessie Robinson

SUBMISSION OF THE MINUTES

On a motion by Councillor Zondervan the
submission of the Minutes for the November 5,
2018 City Council meeting was accepted on the
voice vote of six members.

PUBLIC COMMENT
George Schneeloch, 81 School Street, Somerville, spoke on Policy Order #12. He read from a prepared
written statement regarding the Cycling Safety Ordinance. He stated that he is happy to see that this
ordinance is up for a vote today. He stated that this ordinance will have a long-term and positive impact
on street design. He said that it is taken for granted that cars and trucks get priority. He said that most
people in the city think that a city with more bikes is a happier city. He said that the City Council should
resist the urge to amend this ordinance. He said that the City still needs to build out protected bike
networks
Elizabeth Houghteling, 132 Brattle Street, spoke on Policy Orders #9 and #10. She stated that she bought
her house 33 years ago. She said that the city has not taken stock of the damage done to her
neighborhood due to a water break. She said that she is stunned that no warning was given, and Brattle
Street was made a river. She said that six cars were totaled and eight were flooded. She said that two
neighbors have not been able to move back into their home. She stated that all the walls in her basement
need to be replaced. She said that she is fortunate that her insurance company will cover a substantial part
of their cost. She said that the pipe that burst was very old. She asked how the damage is not the City’s
responsibility.

Dien Ho, 395 Broadway, spoke on Policy Order #12. He stated that he supports the Cycling
Safety Ordinance. He stated that he rides his bike to work and has done so for the last ten years.
He said that many Cantabrigians have realized that cycling is an easy way to get around the city.
He said that households without cars have gone up. He stated that the benefits of more cyclist
are obvious. He said that cycling can cut the risk of cancer and cardiovascular diseases. He said
that fewer cars on the road means fewer parking spaced being fought after. He said that noise
pollution decreases with more cyclists on the street.
Karl Alexander, 23 Madison Street, Somerville, spoke on Policy Order #12. He stated that he is
encouraged by the support shown for this Policy Order. He stated that the proposed ordinance
will help to legitimize bike structure in Cambridge. He stated that rethinking streets in a way to
ensure that emission free modes will be present in Cambridge.
Julia Holderness, 130 Brattle Street, spoke on Policy Order #9. She read from a prepared written
statement regarding the water main break in the Brattle Street area.
Susan Redlich, 19 Sacramento Street, spoke on Policy Order #8. She read from a prepared
written statement regarding her support of this Policy Order.
Amy Flax, 86 Normandy Avenue, spoke on Policy Order #12. She stated that she supports this
Policy Order. She commended the city for the work that has been done with the protected bike
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lanes. She said that this ordinance will allow for more protected lanes. She said that she has
seen positive changes over the years as a bike rider. She said that evidence shows that people are
more comfortable riding in protected bike lanes. She said that this will bring new bike riders to
the city.
Nicola Williams, 8 Brewer Street, spoke on Policy Orders #5, #6, #7, #8, #10, and #14. She read
from a prepared written statement.
Geeta Pradhan, 99 Bishop Allen Drive, Community Arts Foundation, spoke on Policy Orders #5,
#6, and #7. She stated her support of these Policy Orders. She thanked that City Council for
their support of the arts in Cambridge. She stated that arts are crucial to fostering innovation.
She said that innovation begins with arts. She said that arts are the first step in exposing children
to the world of innovation. She said that the City must ensure that the members of the
community are the contributors and producers of ideas. She said that the arts animate the city.
Roberta Hall, 1 Mercer Circle, spoke on Policy Order #10. She stated that she would like to
express the experience of waking up in the middle of the night and seeing water rapids running
down her street. She stated that the infrastructure of the city is not adequate, and it may happen
again. She said that given the 120-year expectancy of a water main pipe, the city is 32 years
beyond the expiration date.
Cela Hobbs, 50 Sparks Street, spoke on Policy Order #10. She talked about her experience after
the water main break on Craigie Street. She stated that her family lost everything in their
basement along with irreplaceable possessions. She stated that the City thinks it is okay not to
maintain its own infrastructure. She said that the city is responsible for this disaster.
Itamar Turner-Trauring, 139 Oxford Street, spoke on Policy Order #12. He stated his support for
this ordinance. He stated that the current network is not really a network. He said that the city
needs a connected network. He said that Cambridge has the beginning of a plan and this
ordinance would mean that the bike plan would be taken into account when building
infrastructure. He stated that the City needs to do quick-build measures to connect the city.
Robert O’Neil, 175 Holworthy Street, spoke on Calendar Item #1. He read from a prepared
written statement regarding airplane noise.
Alan Dworsky, 8 Mercer Circle, spoke on Policy Order #9. He stated that he has lived at this
address for 51 years. He stated that he and his wife have donated money to a music program at
Cambridge Public Schools. He stated that he is concerned that there will be another water main
breach on Craigie Street. He asked that the property taxes of those affected by the water main
break be reduced by at least 50%.
Ernest Teunissen, 134 Brattle Street, spoke on Policy Order #9. He stated that he and his wife
are new to the City of Cambridge and they completed renovating their home. He stated that he
and his wife incurred significant damage. He said that the neighbors have not received any
communication from the City of Cambridge. He stated that they had to jump through hoops to
renovate his home by the City of Cambridge. He said that it is great to ask for accountability of
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citizens, but the city must be accountable as well. He asked the City Council to address the lack
of communication.
Barbara J. Goodchild, 41 Bowdoin Street, spoke on Calendar Item #1. She stated that the
airplane noise is relentless. She said that when the MIT Study is introduced, the noise should be
shared with other communities.
Carolyn Fuller, 12 Douglass Street, spoke on Policy Order #10. She stated her support for this
Policy Order. She said that this will deter speculative real estate investing in the city. She stated
her support for Policy Order #4. She said that as an avid walker, she supports Policy Order #12.
William McAvinney, 12 Douglass Street, spoke on Policy Orders #4 and #10. He stated his total
support of Policy Order #10. He said that homeowners have experienced a financial windfall
while renters are being displaced from their homes in droves. He said that a real estate transfer
tax will go a small way to righting this inequity. He recommended that the threshold be lower.
He said that he feels that homeowners should be obliged to share their windfall with the
community. He said that he supports Policy Order #4. He said that this revenue can help with
the housing crisis. He stated his support for Policy Order #12.
Ann Porter, 6 Mercer Circle, spoke on Policy Order #9. She stated that she was 12 feet from the
water main break. She said that she and her husband were lucky. She said that she did see the
effect of this shock on her neighbors. She said that she is a social worker and she has been
shocked that the city had no thought of or method of reaching out to people who were
experiencing a disaster. She asked if the city has a program for crises. She said that there should
be. She said that she was born in 1940 and she gets regular checkups and the pipe’s last checkup was in 1954.
Betsy Eichel, 20 Child Street, spoke on Policy Order #10. She said that she spent years as a
tenant advocate, so issues of housing affordability are important to her. She stated that she
supports this Policy Order. She read from a prepared written statement.
Adriana Poole, 53 Louise Road, Belmont, spoke on Calendar Item #1. She stated that she has
worked since 2015 on advocating for a regional solution to this problem. She said that there is a
process in place for the MIT study and it is critical to go through the stages of this process. She
said that the solution must be a regional one where everyone shares the noise burden. She urged
the City Council to remove the 4,000 feet language from the ordinance as working together will
be beneficial for all.
Jessica Drew, 346 Concord Avenue, spoke on Policy Order #10. She said her support for this
Policy Order. She said that she represents tenants in no-fault-evictions. She said that she sees
the great need for affordable housing in the City of Cambridge. She said that many Section 8
voucher holders are using this voucher outside of Cambridge.
Alex Van Praagh, 95 Antrim Street, spoke on Policy Order #7. He voiced enthusiastic support
for Policy Orders #5, #6 and #7. He said that ordinances must be respected and adhered to. He
said that this ordinance needs to be implemented. He said that the ordinance is refreshing and
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clear. He said that arts can enrich local businesses, culture and quality of life. He thanked the
City Council for its work.
Stephen Strenio, 13 Howard Street, spoke on Policy Orders #5, #6, and #7. He said that
improving the arts in the city makes the city a better place. He said that this requires investment
from the government. He said that in addition, Cambridge is an expensive place to live and work
and he does not know any artists in the city who only work one job. He said that to have the city
that we want, we should continue to invest in the city’s arts.
Marilee Meyer, 10 Dana Street, spoke on Policy Order #10. She stated that she supports this
Policy Order. She said that this new fund creates partnership studies and a pathway to
ownership.
James Williamson, 1000 Jackson Place, spoke on Policy Order #12. He said that in the text it
says that the Cambridge Bicycle Plan was adopted in 2015. He said that adopted by whom?
How? When? He said that he was informed that an employee of CDD said that it is aspirational.
He said that if this is currently undergoing further revision, shouldn’t there be opportunities for
the residents to participate. He said that there are going to be seniors riding bikes, but it is time
to be real that the clear majority of seniors will not be riding bicycles as their principal means to
travel around. He asked why there is not a bus plan in the city. He said that the bus plan could
be parallel with a bicycle plan.
Suzanne Blier, 5 Fuller Place, spoke on Policy Orders #5, #6, #7, #8, #10, #12 and #14. She
urged the City Council to help her neighbors who suffered from the water main break. She
stated her support for the above-noted Policy Orders. She said that artists are among the poorest
of residents. She said that she does not support the use of hotel taxes in this regard for the arts.
She said that she supports strongly the use of the 1-2% from the developments and urge
oversight. She does not support marijuana tax for the arts. She said that regarding HSNA and
the issue of Policy Order #10, they support this but with aspects including city regulations,
emphasis on inclusion of cross economic groups with strong definition of what is affordable.
Deborah Ruhe, Seven Pines Avenue, spoke on Policy Order #10. She said that she is in favor of
Policy Order #10. She said that she hopes in three years-time, she would like to see this enacted.
She said that regarding the concept, she would like an exception included that if the sale of the
property is to someone who is developing affordable housing, it would be waives and the second
is to lower the limit from $2 million down to $1.5 million. She said that she has a house that is
worth four times what she paid for it.
Allison Cook, 2 Mercer Circle, spoke on Policy Order #9. She talked about her experience with
the water main break on Craigie Street. She said that a significant loss is the amount of time to
recover from this water main break. She said that she has lost over two weeks of work. She read
a statement from her husband Dr. David Hirsch.
Charles Franklin, 162 Hampshire Street, spoke on Policy Order #10. He said that art adds
quality and character to the city. He said that it keeps the city from being sterile. He said that it
is time to have a public art gallery. He said that regarding the transfer tax, it is a good idea. He
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said that as it relates to the Green New Deal, he loves the idea. He said that regarding biking, he
supports the ordinance.
Patrick Barrett, 41 Pleasant Street, stated that the Central Square Fund was meant to be
supplemental. He said that it is great that people are interested in Central Square, the way that it
was originally written, development needs to come before we can feed into that. As it relates to
short-term rentals, it is impossible for Inspectional Services to know all the short-term rentals out
there. He said that the short-term rental ordinance needs to be tightened up. He said that Airbnb
is taking advantage of the city’s good nature. He said that it is time to revisit this and ensure that
Mass + Main is not doing what it is doing at Watermark 1 and 2.
Mahesh Viswanathan, 40 Bristol Street, spoke on Policy Order #10. He stated that he is against
the transfer fee. He stated that he takes care of his property and he takes care of his tenants. He
said that this helps to make Cambridge a wonderful city. He said that he prefers that the
government not dip its hand into his pocket.
Patrick Braga, 26 Everett Street, spoke on Policy Order #10. He read from a prepared written
statement regarding his hesitance about the real estate transfer fee. He said that he is not sure
that it is an appropriate source of funding for subsidizing affordable housing.
Sergey Tetelbaum, 39 Highland Avenue, spoke on Policy Order #10. He listed his objections to
this Policy Order which included that this Policy Order seems to subvert Proposition 2 1/2, it is a
discriminatory tax, it created an additional barrier to entry to Cambridge and it has a negative
impact on housing costs and economic development.
Heather Hoffman, 213 Hurley Street, stated that Green New Deal will do a lot of good things for
the country. She said that as it relates to Policy Order #1, this is a tremendously wonderful thing.
She stated her support for the arts and she would like to see 1% for the arts. She said that
regarding the transfer fee, she has suggested that there are logistical issues to this. She stated
that the City Council must think about the logistics. She suggested having a floor amount of
money is not a good way to set this up. She said that the City Council should consider whether a
particular amount should be exempt. She said that this will require more thought to come up
with something fair and useable.
Lee Farris, 269 Norfolk Street, stated that the Cambridge Residents Alliance has supported a real
estate transfer for years. She said that the transfer fee would be one way to increase affordable
housing. She said that she was interested in the approach that Somerville took. She said that
Somerville has a 1% fee on the seller and a 1% fee on the buyer. She stated that she hopes that
the City Council will pass this unanimously. She expressed her support for Policy Orders #1, #4,
#8, #9 #12, #13, #14.
Beth Huang, 122 Berkshire Street, spoke on Policy Order #10. She stated that she is in favor of
this Policy Orders. She said that this would allow Cambridge to lead on affordable housing. She
said that Cambridge is the nicest place she has ever lived. She said that long-time residents make
Cambridge a great place to live. She said that when she moved to Cambridge, she had a
remainder of $42.00 in her bank account. She said that she was shocked when she saw that there
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was a neighboring house on sale for over $900,000. She stated her support for the short-term
rental proposal.
David DeCelis, 226 Windsor Street, spoke on Policy Orders #5, #6 and #7. He stated that all
three of his children love the arts. He said that he and his wife are designers and professionally
making a living. He expressed his thanks to Councillor Mallon for these Policy Orders. He said
that more can and should be done in a consistent fashion. He said that the 1% rule has not been
equally implied.
Sue Butler, 14 Clinton Street, spoke on Policy Orders #2 and #8. She stated that there are a
number of excellent orders. She said that televising the upcoming Ordinance Committee is very
important. She said that the City should support the arts in every way that it can. She said that
regarding airplane noise, she stated that there is also massive harassment by low-flying
helicopters. She said that they need oversight as well. As it relates to Mercer Circle, there will
be more breaks in water mains. She asked the City not to neglect the water mains. She said that
she supports a bicycle ordinance. She stated her strong support for the New Green Deal.
Hasson Rashid, 820 Massachusetts Avenue, spoke on Policy Orders #4, #5, #6, #7 and #10. He
read from a prepared statement regarding all items related to homelessness.
Alexandra Markiewicz, 6 Laurel Street, spoke on Policy Order #10. She stated her support for
this Policy Order. She said that she is a new Board Member of A Better Cambridge. She stated
that Cambridge is in the midst of a massive housing crisis. She said that this is an important step
to raise revenue. She said that she supports Policy Order #4.
Lauren Gibbs, 3 Newport Road, spoke on City Manager Agenda Item #1, #2 and #3. She said
that she supports these agenda items. She said that she thinks that the City Council should create
some kind of a place where people who have been affected by fires can help to create a place for
fire safety education.
Nate Fillmore, 13 Marcella Street, spoke on Policy Order #12. He said that this ordinance is an important
step to ensure that the City follow through in making the city safer. He thanked all staff for their help.
James Pierre spoke in support of Policy Orders #4, #5 and #7. He stated that support for these orders is a
win for the City and assures that Cambridge will always be a diverse place to live.

Peter Valentine, 37 Brookline Street, said that we use our muscles to get from one thing to
another. He said that we have a muscle that we never use, that muscle is our feelings. He said
that our feelings with actions.
Bill Wendall, 97A Garden Street, spoke on Policy Order #10. He read from a prepared written
statement regarding the real estate transfer tax. He stated that it is not new, not bold and not
enough.

I. CITY MANAGER'S AGENDA
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3. Transmitting Communication from Louis A. DePasquale, City Manager, relative to the appropriation
of a Hazardous Material Emergency Preparedness (HMEP) Grant from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) in the amount of $1,750 to the Grant Fund Fire Travel and Training
account.
CMA 2019 #3
RESULT:

ORDER ADOPTED [9-0-0]

YEAS:

Councillor Carlone, Vice Mayor Devereux, Councillor Kelley, Councillor Mallon,
Mayor McGovern, Councillor Siddiqui, Councillor Simmons, Councillor Toomey,
Councillor Zondervan

4. Transmitting Communication from Louis A. DePasquale, City Manager, relative to the transfer of
$50,000 from the Traffic, Parking and Transportation Fund Salary and Wages account to the General
Fund Traffic, Parking and Transportation Travel and Training (Judgment and Damages) account to
cover current and anticipated medical services and/or prescription reimbursement costs for the
remainder of the fiscal year for Traffic and Parking personnel injured in the performance of their
duties.
CMA 2019 #4
RESULT:

ORDER ADOPTED [9-0-0]

YEAS:

Councillor Carlone, Vice Mayor Devereux, Councillor Kelley, Councillor Mallon,
Mayor McGovern, Councillor Siddiqui, Councillor Simmons, Councillor Toomey,
Councillor Zondervan

CITY MANAGER’S NON-CONSENT AGENDA
1. CMA 2019 #1: Fire Department Appropriation $10,386.
CMA 2019 #2
Vice Mayor Devereux stated that these are two small state grants and she asked if the City lies solely on
the state grants to fund these educational programs or is there funding that the City contributes. She\
asked whether these programs have grown recently.
Acting Chief Mahoney stated that the Safe Program was initiated twenty years ago. It is administered
through the Department of Fire Services at the State Fire Marshall’s Office. He stated that the grants are
handed out all at once from DFS to communities around the state. He stated that the funds come from the
tax on cigarettes and smoking products. He noted that the City does not apply for a specific amount and
the amount of funding is divided by the population of the communities. He stated that the Safe Program
is designed to get fire personnel into the elementary schools; contact is made with second and fourth
grade students. He explained that the Senior Safe Program is targeted to the elderly population with a
focus on preventing burn injuries and trip hazards. He noted that this is the main source of funding to
target these particular audiences. He spoke about other ways in which the Fire Department interacts with
the community. He stated that the Fire Department engages with the university and distributes the fire
safety message whenever possible. City Manager DePasquale explained that this is a reimbursement to
the General Fund. He stated that overtime money is used in the budget for these programs. This is
reimbursement to help to cover the overtime.
Vice Mayor Devereux stated that anything that can be done to partner with the three universities would be
helpful. She stated that the cannabis tax may be able to go to fire safety programs.
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The following order was now considered, the question being on adoption, to wit:
(HERE INSERT ORDER FOR AGENDA ITEM # 1)
On this question the roll was called and resulted as follows:
RESULT:

ORDER ADOPTED [8-0-1]

YEAS:

Councillor Carlone, Vice Mayor Devereux, Councillor Kelley, Councillor Mallon,
Mayor McGovern, Councillor Siddiqui, Councillor Toomey, Councillor Zondervan

ABSENT:

Councillor Simmons

The order was –
Adopted.

2. CMA 2019 #2: Fire Department Appropriation $3,200.
CMA 2019 #1
The following order was now considered, the question being on adoption, to wit:
(HERE INSERT ORDER FOR AGENDA ITEM # 2)
On this question the roll was called and resulted as follows:
RESULT:

ORDER ADOPTED [8-0-1]

YEAS:

Councillor Carlone, Vice Mayor Devereux, Councillor Kelley, Councillor Mallon,
Mayor McGovern, Councillor Siddiqui, Councillor Toomey, Councillor Zondervan

ABSENT:

Councillor Simmons

The order was –

Adopted.

II. CALENDAR

ON THE TABLE
1. Airplane Noise Reduction Update on noise and vibrations from a concentration of low-flying
airplanes originating at runway 33L at Logan Airport continue to disturb many residents
POR 2018 #314
Vice Mayor Devereux, Councillor Kelley, Councillor Zondervan
(HERE INSERT ORIGINAL ORDER FOR CALENDAR ITEM # 1)
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Vice Mayor Devereux stated that she has files six or seven complaints to Mass Port on Saturday when the
air traffic started early in the morning and continued fast and furious. She stated that she can sympathize
with resident who are fed up with the noise. She stated that having introduced this Policy Order
inadvertently giving too much credit with the MIT Study when she now realized that it is still in draft
form. She stated that there is a process through the regional CAC to go over the findings and create a
regional solution. She stated that this is regional problem which needs a regional solution.
Vice Mayor Devereux moved to amended by substitution – and on a voice vote the motion to amend by
substitution –
Carried.
The question now came on adoption of the order as amended by substitution which reads as follows:
(HERE INSERT AMENDED ORDER FOR CALENDAR ITEM # 1)
The order was RESULT:

ORDER ADOPTED AS AMENDED BY SUBSTITUTION
BY THE AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF 8 MEMBERS

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
2. A communication transmitted from Louis A. DePasquale, City Manager, relative to an order
requesting the appropriation and authorization to borrow $600,000 to provide funds for the
installation of a new boiler at the Solomon Building at Cambridge Rindge and Latin School and
other related improvements. QUESTION COMES ON ADOPTION ON OR AFTER
DECEMBER 24, 2018
CMA 2018 #319
The question now came on adoption of the loan order which reads as follows:
(HERE INSERT FINAL PUBLICATION #3483)
On this question the roll was called and resulted as follows:
RESULT:

LOAN ORDER ADOPTED [8-0-1]

YEAS:

Councillor Carlone, Vice Mayor Devereux, Councillor Kelley, Councillor Mallon,
Mayor McGovern, Councillor Siddiqui, Councillor Toomey, Councillor Zondervan

ABSENT:

Councillor Simmons

The loan order was –
Adopted.
3. A communication transmitted from Louis A. DePasquale, City Manager, relative to an
appropriation and authorization to borrow $3,000,000 to provide funds for the design and
reconstruction of the Tobin School building. QUESTION COMES ON ADOPTION ON OR
AFTER DECEMBER 24, 2018
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CMA 2018 #320
Councillor Carlone noted that on any large project the City Council should receive status update.
Vice Mayor Devereux noted that there will be a community meeting held before the Roundtable
scheduled for February 26, 2019.
The question now came on adoption of the loan order which reads as follows:
(HERE INSERT FINAL PUBLICATION #3484)
On this question the roll was called and resulted as follows:
RESULT:

LOAN ORDER ADOPTED [8-0-1]

YEAS:

Councillor Carlone, Vice Mayor Devereux, Councillor Kelley, Councillor Mallon,
Mayor McGovern, Councillor Siddiqui, Councillor Toomey, Councillor Zondervan

ABSENT:

Councillor Simmons

The loan order was –
Adopted.
4. A communication transmitted from Louis A. DePasquale, City Manager, relative to proposed
amendments to the following ordinance: and proposed amendments to Chapter 14.04 of the
Cambridge Municipal Code (the "Fair Housing Ordinance). Fair Housing (passed to a 2nd
reading) AWAITING HOME RULE LEGISLATION-BEFORE PROPOSAL CAN BE
ORDAINED
CMA 2018 #234
RESULT:

NO ACTION TAKEN

Next: 1/14/2019 5:30 PM

5. A communication transmitted from Louis A. DePasquale, City Manager, relative to Awaiting
Report Item Number 18-108, regarding a report on offering early voting in City Council and
School Committee Elections. PENDING RESPONSE FROM LEGISLATURE
CMA 2018 #286
RESULT:

NO ACTION TAKEN

Next: 1/14/2019 5:30 PM

6. Legal Opinion on Portland's Relocation Assistance Ordinance
POR 2018 #305
Councillor Zondervan
RESULT:

NO ACTION TAKEN

Next: 1/14/2019 5:30 PM

III. COMMUNICATIONS
1. A communication was received from Jennifer Craig, regarding rebuilding our tree canopy/revising
tree laws.
COM 1 #2019
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RESULT:

PLACED ON FILE

2. A communication was received from Peter Valentine, 37 Brookline Street, regarding no more drab
scenarios.
COM 2 #2019
RESULT:

PLACED ON FILE

3. A communication was received from Robert Levin, 11 Remington Street, regarding destruction of
trees on Magazine Beach.
COM 3 #2019
RESULT:

PLACED ON FILE

4. A communication was received from Robert J. La Tremouille, regarding Charles River, Magazine
Beach boat dock update.
COM 4 #2019
RESULT:

PLACED ON FILE

5. A communication was received from Peter Valentine, regarding harms technology can cause to
humans.
COM 5 #2019
RESULT:

PLACED ON FILE

6. A communication was received from Gaurab Basu, regarding supporting the resolution for a green
new deal.
COM 6 #2019
RESULT:

PLACED ON FILE

7. A communication was received from Judy Johnson, 55 Antrim Street, regarding supporting the Green
New Deal.
COM 7 #2019
RESULT:

PLACED ON FILE

8. A communication was received from Janet Wyman Coleman, 7 Lancaster Street, regarding
supporting the Green New Deal.
COM 8 #2019
RESULT:

PLACED ON FILE

9. A communication was received from Sara Mae Berman, Sharon DeVos, Jonathan Harris, and John
Pitkin, regarding announcing the 2-year Inman Square "improvement" project.
COM 9 #2019
RESULT:

PLACED ON FILE

10. A communication was received from Pamela Post, regarding supporting 350 MA Cambridge Green
New Deal.
COM 10 #2019
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RESULT:

PLACED ON FILE

11. A communication was received from George Schneeloch, 81 School Street, Somerville in support of
the Cycling Safety Ordinance and the need to build out its network of protected bike lanes.
COM 11 #2019
RESULT:

PLACED ON FILE

12. A communication was received from Dien Ho, 395 Broadway, in support of the Cycling Safety
Ordinance.
COM 12 #2019
RESULT:

PLACED ON FILE

13. A communication was received from Karl Alexander, 23 Madison Street, Somerville in support of the
Cycling Safety Ordinance.
COM 13 #2019
RESULT:

PLACED ON FILE

14. A communication was received from Julia Holderness, 130 Brattle Street, regarding the water main
break in the area of Craigie and Brattle Streets.
COM 14 #2019
RESULT:

PLACED ON FILE

15. A communication was received from Susan Redlich, 19 Sacramento Street, in support of Policy Order
# 8 regarding the Green New Deal.
COM 15 #2019
RESULT:

PLACED ON FILE

16. A communication was received from Nicola Williams, 8 Brewer Street, in support of Policy Orders
relating to the Arts, water main break, transfer tax and representation on major public building
projects.
COM 16 #2019
RESULT:

PLACED ON FILE

17. A communication was received from Geeta Pradhan, President, Cambridge Community Foundation
and member of the Arts Task Force, regarding support of Policy Order #5, 6 and 7 relating to the
Arts.
COM 17 #2019
RESULT:

PLACED ON FILE

18. A communication was received from Roberta Hall, 1 Mercer Circle, regarding the water main break
at Craigie Street on December 23, 2018.
COM 18 #2019
RESULT:
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19. A communication was received from Robert O’Neil, 175 Holworthy Street, regarding Calendar Item
# 1 on airplane noise reduction.
COM 19 #2019
RESULT:

PLACED ON FILE

20. A communication was received from Carolyn Fuller, 12 Douglass Street, in support of Policy Order
#10 on establishing a real estate transfer tax.
COM 20 #2019
RESULT:

PLACED ON FILE

21. A communication was received from Betsy Eichel, 20 Child Street, in support of a real estate transfer
tax.
COM 21 #2019
RESULT:

PLACED ON FILE

22. A communication was received from Marilee Meyer, 10 Dana Street, in support of the real estate
transfer tax in principle to support affordable housing.
COM 22 #2019
RESULT:

PLACED ON FILE

23. A communication was received from Patrick Braga, 26 Everett Street, urging the City not to make
real estate more expensive with the establishment of a real estate transfer tax.
COM 23 #2019
RESULT:

PLACED ON FILE

24. A communication was received from Sergey Tetelbaum, 39 Highland Avenue, in opposition to the
real estate transfer tax.
COM 24 #2019
RESULT:

PLACED ON FILE

25. A communication was received from Lee Farris, 269 Norfolk Street, in support of the real estate
transfer tax, gender x on birth certificates, the Green New Deal, water main break, Cycling Safety
Ordinance and representation on major public construction projects.
COM 25 #2019
RESULT:

PLACED ON FILE

26. A communication was received from Ruth Ryals, 115 Upland Road, in support of the concept of a
real estate transfer tax to support affordable housing.
COM 26 #2019
RESULT:

PLACED ON FILE

27. A communication was received from Hasson Rashid, 820 Massachusetts Avenue, regarding the issue
of homelessness and opposed to Policy Orders 4, 5, 6 and 7 regarding funding for the Arts.
COM 27 #2019
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RESULT:

PLACED ON FILE

28. A communication was received from Alexandra Markiewicz, 6 Laurel Street, in support of Policy
Order # 10 for establishing a real estate transfer tax.
COM 28 #2019
RESULT:

PLACED ON FILE

29. A communication was received from James Pierre in support of Policy Orders 5, 6 and 7 relating to
funding for the Arts.
COM 29 #2019
RESULT:

PLACED ON FILE

30. A communication was received from Bill Wendell, Real Estate Café, 97a Garden Street, urging the
City to count more than luxury real estate transactions with the real estate transfer tax.
COM 30 #2019
RESULT:

PLACED ON FILE

31. Sundry communications in support of a real estate transfer tax.
COM 31 #2019
RESULT:

PLACED ON FILE

32. Two communications in opposition to a real estate transfer tax.
COM 32 #2019
RESULT:

PLACED ON FILE

33. Sundry communications in support of the Green New Deal.
COM 33 #2019
RESULT:

PLACED ON FILE

34. Sundry communications in support of the Cycling Safety Ordinance.
COM 34 #2019
RESULT:

PLACED ON FILE

35. Sundry communications in support of funding for the Arts.
COM 35 #2019
RESULT:

PLACED ON FILE

36. A communication was received from Megan Brook, 103 Inman Street, regarding the Committee
Report on the tree canopy.
COM 36 #2019
RESULT:

PLACED ON FILE

37. A communication was received from Anastacia Salcedo, regarding opposition to Cambridge acting
unilaterally to endorse the 4000' minimum altitude for overflights.
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COM 37 #2019
RESULT:

PLACED ON FILE

38. A communication was received from Jamake Pascual Navarro, regarding support of creating a
community that is sustainable.
COM 38 #2019
RESULT:

PLACED ON FILE

IV. RESOLUTIONS
1. Retirement of Susan Marcone from the Finance Department.
Mayor McGovern and entire membership.
RES 2019 #1
RESULT:

ORDER ADOPTED ON THE AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF EIGHT MEMBERS

2. Congratulations to Grace and Josh Zakim in the birth of their son Leo Patrick Zakim.
Mayor McGovern and entire membership.
RES 2019 #2
RESULT:

ORDER ADOPTED ON THE AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF EIGHT MEMBERS

3. Resolution on the death of Bob Richards.
Mayor McGovern, Councillor Toomey and entire membership.
RES 2019 #3
RESULT:

ORDER ADOPTED ON THE AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF EIGHT MEMBERS

4. Resolution on the death of James Carl Ludwig
Councillor Toomey and entire membership.
RES 2019 #4
RESULT:

ORDER ADOPTED ON THE AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF EIGHT MEMBERS

5. Resolution on the death of Eleanor "Honey" Haley
Councillor Toomey and entire membership.
RES 2019 #5
RESULT:

ORDER ADOPTED ON THE AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF EIGHT MEMBERS

6. Congratulating Y2Y on Acceptance into Social Innovation Forum
Mayor McGovern and entire membership.
RES 2019 #6
RESULT:

ORDER ADOPTED ON THE AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF EIGHT MEMBERS

7. Resolution on the death of Arminda Vieira
Councillor Toomey and entire membership.
RES 2019 #7
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RESULT:

ORDER ADOPTED ON THE AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF EIGHT MEMBERS

8. Resolution on the death of Elaine Camplese
Councillor Toomey and entire membership.
RES 2019 #8
RESULT:

ORDER ADOPTED ON THE AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF EIGHT MEMBERS

9. Congratulations to Kathy Mitchell on her retirement after 37 years of dedicated service to our City's
most vulnerable communities.
Councillor Mallon and entire membership.
RES 2019 #9
RESULT:

ORDER ADOPTED ON THE AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF EIGHT MEMBERS

10. Resolution on the death of David Costa
Councillor Toomey and entire membership.
RES 2019 #10
RESULT:

ORDER ADOPTED ON THE AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF EIGHT MEMBERS

V. POLICY ORDER AND RESOLUTION LIST
2. That the Ordinance Committee hearing on Tree Protections scheduled for January 9, 2019 be
televised.
POR 2019 #2
Vice Mayor Devereux, Councillor Zondervan
RESULT:

ORDER ADOPTED ON THE AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF EIGHT MEMBERS

3. By adding a joint City Council/School Committee Roundtable schedule for February 12, 2019 at
5:30pm in the Sullivan Chamber to conduct a preliminary discussion on the FY20 School Budget
POR 2019 #3
Mayor McGovern
RESULT:

ORDER ADOPTED ON THE AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF EIGHT MEMBERS

11. Joint City Council/School Committee Roundtable for February 26, 2019 on the Tobin/VLUS school
design.
POR 2019 #11
Mayor McGovern
RESULT:

ORDER ADOPTED ON THE AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF NINE MEMBERS

12. Amendment to the Municipal Code to create a new Chapter entitled "Cycling Safety Ordinance".
POR 2019 #12
Mayor McGovern, Vice Mayor Devereux, Councillor Siddiqui, Councillor Carlone
RESULT:

ORDER ADOPTED AND REFERRED TO THE ORDINANCE COMMITTEE

13. Volpe Project Updates
POR 2019 #13
Vice Mayor Devereux, Councillor Zondervan, Councillor Carlone
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RESULT:

ORDER ADOPTED ON THE AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF NINE MEMBERS

14. Major Public Building Projects Selection Committee Representation
POR 2019 #14
Vice Mayor Devereux, Councillor Zondervan, Councillor Carlone
RESULT:

ORDER ADOPTED ON THE AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF NINE MEMBERS

NON-CONSENT POLICY ORDERS AND RESOLUTIONS
1. Creating Gender X on Cambridge Birth Certificates
POR 2019 #1
Mayor McGovern, Councillor Simmons, Councillor Mallon, Councillor Siddiqui
(HERE INSERT ORIGINAL POLICY ORDER # 1)
Councillor Siddiqui stated that in the first paragraph it is misleading to allow parents to indicate a third
gender on birth certificates. She stated that this is for people who want to amend their birth record instead
of parent electing the gender.
Mayor McGovern stated that if at the time of a child’s birth a parent did not want to select male or female
he does to see why there would not be another option allowed. He stated that during the Question Three
there were individuals who were not eighteen would require their parents’ permission to change their
record. This would allow a minor to change their record. Councillor Siddiqui stated that this is the law in
other states. A parent could amend a birth record on behalf of a child. She moved to amend the first
paragraph by deleting the words “that allows residents and parents to indicate a third gender category “X”
on birth certificates”.
Councillor Zondervan stated that he does not read that the parents are allowed to indicate gender X.
Mayor McGovern stated that the stricken language does not actually fit with what was passed in New
York.
Councillor Mallon stated that Cambridge will be joining the states of Maine, Oregon, California,
Washington, DC and New Jersey. She stated that in Massachusetts the Senate voted on the Gender X bill
in July and has yet to be taken up in the House and signed into law by the Governor. It is unclear when
this will actually happen. This is just for state identifications and not for birth certificates. She stated that
it is hoped that other municipalities will follow suit for a state-wide version and pushes this to the
forefront of the state legislature this term. She added this designation would be a signal to the transgender
and non-binary conforming community that their City leaders in government care about their gender
identity.
Mayor McGovern stated that from Question Three it was learned that there is still a tremendous amount
of discrimination and that there are people who feel differently. This sends a message that Cambridge is
welcoming to all. He spoke about this getting traction at the state house.
The question now came on the amendment - and on a voice vote the amendment Carried.
The question now came on adoption of the order as amended which reads as follows:
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(HERE INSERT AMENDED POLICY ORDER # 1)
The order was RESULT:

ADOPTED AS AMENDED ON THE AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF NINE
MEMBERS

4. Accessing revenue generated from new short-term rental legislation
POR 2019 #4
Mayor McGovern
Councillor Mallon
RESULT:

ORDER ADOPTED ON THE AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF EIGHT MEMBERS

5. That the City Manager work with the Cambridge Arts Council and Department of Finance to allocate
a percentage of hotel/motel tax revenue and adult use cannabis tax revenue to the arts in the FY20
budget.
POR 2019 #5
Councillor Mallon, Mayor McGovern
Councillor Mallon spoke about the Arts Task Force minutes included in the agenda for tonight. She
spoke about the makeup of the Arts Task Force. She explained that the Task Force at the end will
generate a report with recommendations at the end. She stated that this Policy Order reflects the
discussion of funding at the last meeting of the Arts Task Force. She stated that the City Budget allotted
one million supporting arts and arts programming. She compared this with the $900,000 allotted to
Participatory Budgeting last year. She noted that this Policy Order requests looking for dedicated funding
streams for the arts using the hotel/motel tax model and adult use cannabis tax model. She stated that the
hotel/motel taxes are used in New Bedford, Huston, Texas and San Diego, California as a form of cultural
tourism. She stated that according to the Arts and Economic Prosperity Report, Cambridge receives over
seven million dollars from the arts annually which is a robust return on the modest investment. She stated
that supporting the arts with a dedicated revenue stream is critical. She stated that she is requesting that
the City dedicate 15% of the hotel/motel annual tax to the arts to be used in a variety of ways. The Policy
Order also requests that the tax from the adult use cannabis be considered as a portion of this revenue as
well. She urged her colleague to support these direct funding for the arts in the community.
Vice Mayor Devereux stated that people feel that more needs to be done for the arts and to be more
creative. She asked if the cannabis tax is allowed to be spent on things that are not directly related to the
use of cannabis use. She stated that she believes that the hotel/motel tax goes to the Office of Tourism
and how would this affect the arts. She stated that she feels that not enough is done for tourism.
Councillor Mallon agreed that not enough is done for tourism. She noted that when she reviewed the
projected versus actual hotel/motel taxes there is a big difference. She stated that the City staff on the Arts
Task Force indicated that this was a worthwhile discussion. She stated that 15% would be around three
million dollars. She stated that regarding the cannabis tax the City Solicitor will need to clarify. She
stated that in the cannabis tax there is a community impact fee versus the taxes. Mayor McGovern added
that the 3% tax that the City can impose on cannabis sales can be used how the City wants to use it.
Councillor Carlone stated that if this is not the case he suggested adding the words “the equivalent of”.
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The question now came on adoption of the order which reads as follows:
(HERE INSERT POLICY ORDER # 5)
The order was RESULT:

ORDER ADOPTED ON THE AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF NINE MEMBERS

6. That the City Manager work with the Cambridge Arts Council, Traffic and Parking Department,
Community Development Department, and Central Square Advisory Committee to establish the
Central Square Improvement Fund and allocate no less than 25% of funds generated to the arts.
POR 2019 #6
Councillor Mallon, Mayor McGovern
(HERE INSERT ORIGINAL POLICY ORDER # 6)
Councillor Mallon moved to amend the aforementioned order by adding in the seventh paragraph after the
word “Committee” the words “Central Square Business Association”. She further stated that Central
Square is a designated Cultural District since 2001. This designation comes with less than $5,000
annually from state funding. She stated that the Arts Task Force is seeking ways to fund the Cultural
District to ensure that it thrives. She noted that the Cultural District was just designated for another five
years. She stated that the Central Square Restoration Petition has a provision that waives the minimum
parking and loading requirements if a developer makes a cash contribution into the fund in the amount
equal to 50% of the cost of construction of parking spaces not provided. She spoke about how these
funds could be used in four different ways. She stated that at the Arts Task Force it was discussed if this
fund was established and if disbursements were made. She stated that this order is seeking to support the
Cultural District.
The question now came on the amendment - and on a voice vote the amendment Carried.
The question now came on adoption of the order as amended which reads as follows:
(HERE INSERT AMENDED POLICY ORDER # 6)
The order was RESULT:

ORDER ADOPTED AS AMENDED ON THE AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF NINE
MEMBERS

7. That the City Manager work with the Cambridge Arts Council and Community Development
Department to make the appropriate updates to the City's 1% for arts ordinance.
POR 2019 #7
Councillor Mallon, Mayor McGovern, Councillor Simmons
(HERE INSERT ORIGINAL POLICY ORDER # 7)
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Councillor Mallon stated that the one percent for the Arts Ordinance was established in 1997 and needs to
be revisited in terms of its effectiveness. This ordinance requires that 1% of all construction costs for
public projects are allocated for on-site public art. However, she noted, that construction costs have
increased over time and that the 1% requirement is not equally applied. She commented that there are
questions about how narrowly this ordinance looks at funding as site based. She stated that there have
been examples where City projects use a grant making committee to disburse the 1% rather than using the
funds for on-site public arts. She stated that the grants went to performances as well as visual permanent
art pieces. She stated that what public art looks like needs to be re-examined. She stated that there are art
pieces at the Water Department that were funded through the 1% but the public art is inside the building.
She spoke about the accessibility to public art from the public and open spaces accessibility. She spoke
about the number of residents that could enjoy the public art if it were outside of the building. She stated
that the Arts Task Force has been exploring equity in relation to public art. She stated that outside
publicly accessible public art may be the only option for some to see public art. She spoke about how this
ordinance restricts the public access to art and how to rethink this important City ordinance. She stated
that this Policy Order asks if this ordinance needs to be updated. Councillor Mallon moved to amend the
aforementioned Order by adding Councillor Simmons as a sponsor.
Vice Mayor Devereux stated that the Tobin School is being reconstructed, a $200 million project, and this
$200 million could go to an art project. She stated that the art at the Water Department is not easily
accessible for the public. She stated that the artist informed her that unless you have an appointment this
art is not accessible and is not well visited outside of tours.
Councillor Carlone stated that the 1% came about when Jimmy Carter was President and changed the
federal government’s perspective on art. The MBTA had the 1% for the arts and the Arts Council was in
charge of this and out of this came the City’s ordinance. He stated that he was a consultant to the Arts
Councils in the 1970’s and l980’s and it was successful and spread throughout the City. He endorses this
approach.
The question now came on the amendment - and on a voice vote the amendment Carried.
The question now came on adoption of the order as amended which reads as follows:
(HERE INSERT AMENDED POLICY ORDER # 7)
The order was RESULT:

ORDER ADOPTED AS AMENDED ON THE AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF NINE
MEMBERS

8. Support Green New Deal
POR 2019 #8
Councillor Zondervan, Mayor McGovern, Vice Mayor Devereux, Councillor Siddiqui
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Councillor Zondervan stated that he wanted to explain this. He stated that the Green New Deal was
proposed by Representative Cortez and it is an opportunity to take action on climate change at the scale
that is required and to create jobs at the same time. It is important that the City moves forward on this.
He stated that he joined the Sunrise movement, a youth activist movement at Representative Clarks Office
which was presented to her staff and she signed onto this, but unfortunately the house is not moving
forward in this particular way. He stated that this is relative to Cambridge with its tree canopy. This kind
of approach would create opportunities in Cambridge with the need to plant additional trees and the task
force is coming to this conclusion. This will create entry level job opportunities.
The question now came on adoption of the order which reads as follows:
(HERE INSERT POLICY ORDER # 8)
The order was RESULT:

ORDER ADOPTED ON THE AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF NINE MEMBERS

9. Water Mains Age and Maintenance Update
POR 2019 #9
Vice Mayor Devereux, Mayor McGovern
(HERE INSERT ORIGINAL POLICY ORDER # 9)
Vice Mayor Devereux thanked residents for speaking during public comment to tell the City Council
what happened. She commented that she had no idea that the damage was so extensive until a week after
the flood. She stated that this whole thing was a surprise and now that she has learned what they
experienced she feels horrible. She spoke about the trauma that this situation caused. She wanted to
discuss the communication aspect and how residents are supported through something like this ordeal.
She spoke about the support offered to victims of fires in recent years. She noted that the community
comes together and rightfully so in situations like this to help people. She stated that she feels that
Cambridge dropped the ball with the flood on Craigie Street. She acknowledged that the time of this was
in the middle of the holidays. This response was in-Cambridge like. Cambridge needs to think about
how it responds to emergency such as this.
Councillor Zondervan expressed his empathy to the victims of the flood. He mentioned a water leak
across the street from his home. He stated that when workers try to fix the leak they mentioned that there
are utility pipes in the way and they have trouble getting to the leak. He stated that it is concerning
having these catastrophic failures and having challenges fixing the leaks that the City is aware of. He
spoke about equipment failure due to the chloride in the water and the need to eliminate the chloride
causing corrosion of the pipes. He stated that the corrosiveness of the water is much more severe than
what is in MWRA water is causing these problems. He spoke about the increased cost of MWRA water
but felt that the expense being incurred is also costing more money in having the City’s own water
supply. He stated that there is plastics technology that could be used to fix the pipes but there are
environmental concerns about using this technology. He stated that this issue requires a closer look and
what can be done about it.
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Councillor Carlone noted that what made the situation worse is that no one from the City reached out to
these residents. He stated that no one from the state reached out to these residents. He stated that no one
from the City Council reached out to the residents. He stated that he knew there was a leak but did not
know it was a catastrophe. This is an issue that needs to be discussed. He spoke about investigating what
is below new buildings that are being constructed.
Mayor McGovern spoke about have a broader discussion about what to do if something like this happens
again. Vice Mayor Devereux commented the report could come back to the City Council and then be
referred to a committee. Mayor McGovern stated that moving forward the City can improve its response.
Councillor Toomey moved to amend the aforementioned order to add in the third paragraph to strike
“three” and insert “five” and to add the after “Street” the words “Berkshire and Marley Streets”.
The question now cam on the amendment - and on a voice vote the amendment Carried.
Councillor Toomey spoke about previously submitted orders about the City being preemptive for a list of
the oldest pipes in the City and that they should be replaced. He spoke about a letter disavowing any
responsibility of the City on the Berkshire and Marney Street and he does not believe there will be a legal
remedy for residents and did not want to get their hopes up. He spoke about in the future having a
financial remedy if the water mains break.
Vice Mayor Devereux stated that she used the Water Department’s twitter account for the list of water
remain breaks. She stated that age is not the only likelihood of water main breaks; there are factors. She
spoke about informing residents of what their insurance covers.
The question now came on adoption of the order as amended which reads as follows:
(HERE INSERT AMENDED POLICY ORDER # 9)
The order was RESULT:

ORDER ADOPTED AS AMENDED ON THE AFFIRMATIVE VOTE OF NINE
MEMBERS

10. City Manager is requested to instruct the City Solicitor to prepare a draft Home Rule petition for a
Real Estate Transfer fee.
POR 2019 #10
Councillor Carlone, Mayor McGovern, Councillor Siddiqui, Councillor Toomey
(HERE INSERT ORIGINAL POLICY ORDER # 10)
Mayor McGovern moved amendment of the aforementioned order by adding Councillor Toomey as a
sponsor.
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Councillor Carlone stated that the City Council as a group have spoken about different ways to fund
affordable housing. He added that the funds available in the City budget did not come close to meeting
the need. This is an additional example that has been used across the country. He added that the
emphasis is on commercial development and high-end housing. He stated that all this will be discussed in
the Ordinance Committee. He stated that in the previous term the City Council approved the notion of a
$20 million affordable housing fund and it was not brought forth into the budget. He stated that there is a
pending bill in the legislature that was viewed positively, and it is an option for cities and towns. He
stated that it makes sense to show the legislature that there are cities that are interested in this. He noted
that until affordable housing is addressed in a more concrete manner, including homeless housing, this is
needed.
Councillor Siddiqui stated that the City could be prescriptive here but discussing details in the Ordinance
Committee are good examples of what will happen. She stated that the City Council will be working with
the City Solicitor on this. She noted that sometimes less is best.
Vice Mayor Devereux stated that most of the comments received have focused on residential transactions.
She noted that this would include commercial transactions and there have been large commercial
transactions that have had no relations to reality. She stated that in the Alewife Quadrangle area for the
past several years there is land that is developable but is basically underdeveloped or undeveloped and has
been traded several times over. This is running up the land values and the cost associated with eventually
developing the land. This is the benefit and value not claiming a small amount from sales.
Councillor Zondervan asked to consider the $2 million figure because this is a bit prescriptive. If this is
sent to the City Solicitor with the $2 million included, it is stating that this is what is wanted.
Mayor McGovern stated that the concern on the residential aspect were heard. He spoke about the right
of first refusal where changes could have been made to alleviate some of the anxiety created. He
suggested the $2 million floor because it eliminates a lot of smaller properties owners. He stated that the
option was to be less prescriptive because there are details need to be worked out but do not want to get
property owners anxious about something that may not concern them. He explained that residential and
commercial sales were reviewed for three years at $2 million or more. He stated that there are glitches
with the 2017 numbers and they are being eliminated because of the uncertainty of the data. He stated
that in 2015 if there was a 1% transfer it would have yielded $3.7 million; in 2016 $4.2 million in
residential. This is the fee that would have been generated for affordable housing. He stated that on the
commercial side in 2015 a 1% fee would have yielded $30 million and in 2016 it would have generated
$172 million, including Volpe. He stated that Somerville does not have the commercial base that
Cambridge does. Somerville included residential. Cambridge may not need to do residential because the
funding will come from the commercial. He stated that a 1% will not impact the sale.
Councillor Zondervan stated that based on the figures stated by the Mayor the residential is less than 10%
of the total. He stated that the $2 million is arbitrary and he asked if different options would be
considered.
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Councillor Mallon stated that she is happy to explore this option. She noted that Councillor Toomey has
put this forward five different times. She stated that in 2016 it was $ 1 million and in 2017 it was $2.5
million. She noted that there has always been a number associated with it. She stated that she wanted to
figure out the exemptions. She commented that if a property is purchased for affordable housing it should
be exempt. She announced that Somerville does not have this ordinance; it is in committee at the state
house. She further stated that it would impose the 1% only on those profiting from real estate business in
Somerville such as investors, developers and landlords who do not live in the property they are renting.
Somerville also had a community process. She wanted to ensure that Cambridge also has a robust
community conversation about this.
Councillor Carlone stated that there is a bill pending in the legislature and all previous proposals were
supported. He stated that without the state bill there is nothing. He stated that the goal is to help the state
bill get passed and there will be a robust discussion on different alternatives on how this should be
approached. He stated that most of this money is commercial. He stated that the other goal is to tamper
down on the high cost of housing. He spoke about rampant inflation with housing. There should be a
housing component in this.
Councillor Zondervan stated that he did not want to have a limit. He asked if the City Council wanted to
support the pending legislation. Councillor Toomey explained that at the end of the legislative session the
bills die and need to restart.
Councillor Siddiqui stated that she has been in touch with the legislature and wanted to send an order of
support later.
The question now came on the amendment - and on a voice vote the amendment Carried.
Councillor Toomey read from a February 28, 1991 proposal that was for a transfer fee on industrial,
commercial and upper income residential property exempting the first $300,000 on the sale price for first
time home owners, the elderly and disabled. He stated that this as gone from $300,000 to $2 million in
twenty-seven years. He stated that this show how the real estate prices have changed. He stated that he
resubmitted this on February 28, 1994 with a similar proposal. He read from his 1994 proposal that the
perceived inequity of the rent control system must be addressed now before forces outside of the control
of Cambridge government mandate termination of all protection of rents below the moderate-income
individuals and families with fixed incomes and it would be a disaster if this were to happen. He stated
all saw what happened a year later when the state repealed rent control.
The question now came on adoption of the order as amended which reads as follows:
(HERE INSERT AMENDED POLICY ORDER # 10)
The order was RESULT:
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VI. COMMITTEE REPORTS
1. A communication was received from Donna P. Lopez, City Clerk, transmitting a report from
Councillor Craig Kelley, Chair of the Public Safety Committee, for a public hearing held on
December 5, 2018 to explore the legal options Cambridge does and does not have when permitting
existing, new and emerging mobility platforms in Cambridge.
CRT 2019 #1
RESULT:

REPORT ACCEPTED AND PLACED ON FILE

2. A communication was received from Donna P. Lopez, City Clerk transmitting a report from
Councillor Zondervan and Vice Mayor Jan Devereux, Co-Chairs of the Health and Environment
Committee for a public hearing held on December 4, 2018 to discuss reviewing the preliminary
LiDAR-based canopy study results from April 1, 2018 and to discuss potential reasons for the
precipitous decline in our tree canopy and any other related matter.
CRT 2019 #2
(HERE INSERT ORIGINAL COMMITTEE REPORT)
Councillor Zondervan moved to amend the aforementioned Committee Report by striking out Councillor
Carlone and Councillor Kelley from being present at the hearing.
The question now came on the amendment – and on a voice vote the amendment –
Carried.
The question now came on acceptance of the report as amended which reads as follows:
(HERE INSERT AMENDED COMMITTEE REPORT #2)
The report was RESULT:

REPORT ACCEPTED AS AMENDED AND PLACED ON FILE

VII. COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS FROM OTHER CITY
OFFICERS
1. A communication was received from City Clerk Donna P. Lopez, transmitting a communication from
Councillor Mallon, transmitting notes of the meeting of the Mayor's Arts Task Force.
COF 2019 #1
RESULT:

PLACED ON FILE

LATE RESOLUTIONS
11. Resolution on the death of Jules J. Albert.
Councillor Toomey and entire membership.
RES 2019 #11
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RESULT:

ORDER ADOPTED OF NINE MEMBERS

12. Resolution on the death of Bessie Robinson.
Councillor Simmons and entire membership.
RES 2019 #12
RESULT:

ORDER ADOPTED OF NINE MEMBERS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Made by Councillor Siddiqui for next
conversation on Cambridge Digs Deep on
January 27, 2019
Made by Mayor McGovern for January 10, 2019
at 6:30 PM at the Peabody School for a
community meeting on the fatality at Danehy
Park
Made by Councillor Mallon on the Mayor’s
Food Drive in West Cambridge

ADJOURNMENT

On motion of Councillor Simmons the meeting
adjourned at 8:56 PM.
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APPENDED INFORMATION

AWAITING REPORT LIST

16-26.

Report on the possibility of the City Council implementing a zoning change, on the
permitting of all new restaurants where a wood-fired oven is used as a significant
method of food preparation. On a communication from Councillor Kelley requesting
that this matter be forwarded to the 2018-2019 Legislative Session.
Councillor Carlone, Councillor Devereux, Councillor Kelley (O-5) from
4/4/2016

16-42.

Report on plans for the former Riverside Community Health Center on Western
Avenue, including transfer of ownership of the building to the City and the process
for determining future usage. On a communication from Councillor Kelley requesting
that this matter be forwarded to the 2018-2019 Legislative Session.
Vice Mayor McGovern (O-1) from 5/2/2016

16-83.

Report on drafting possible legislation and other recommendations for interim actions
to identify and address the public health impacts of any commercial wood-fired
ovens. On a communication from Councillor Kelley requesting that this matter be
forwarded to the 2018-2019 Legislative Session.
Mayor Simmons (Calendar Item #4) from 10/31/2016

16-101. Report on the potential of building below market rental housing on City-owned
parking lots along Bishop Allen Drive. On a communication from Councillor
McGovern requesting that this matter be forwarded to the 2018-2019 Legislative
Session.
Vice Mayor McGovern, Mayor Simmons (O-4) from 12/12/2016
16-108. Report on whether people displaced and qualify for Emergency Status who are using
Section 8 in other cities or towns can retain their resident preference for the purpose
of Inclusionary Housing. On a communication from Councillor Kelley requesting that
this matter be forwarded to the 2018-2019 Legislative Session.
Mayor Simmons, Councillor Toomey (O-4) from 12/19/2016
17-22.

Report on the potential growth of next-generation wireless technology in the City, to
include: the expected footprint of citywide coverage from just one company and what
market competition might produce; the integration of public and private infrastructure
to support the network; what local standards the City might hope to maintain relative
to aesthetics and safety; and how this new technology fits into our Broadband access
plans. On a communication from Councillor Kelley requesting that this matter be
forwarded to the 2018-2019 Legislative Session.
Councillor Cheung, Councillor Devereux, Councillor Kelley (O-14) from
2/27/2017
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17-87.

Report on a schedule for resubmitting a revised draft of the Outdoor Lighting
Ordinance that incorporates clearer wording and/or more clearly explains each section
in less technical jargon and is more coherent in its entirety, with the goal of seeing
such an Ordinance adopted by the end of this City Council term. On a
communication from Councillor Kelley and Councillor Devereux requesting that this
matter be forwarded to the 2018-2019 Legislative Session.
Councillor Carlone, Councillor Devereux (O-8) from 9/18/2017

18-6.

Report on information regarding electronic device usage by City-elected officials.
Councillor Toomey (O-7) from 1/22/2018

18-15.

Report on any other relevant City Department to gain a sense of who is purchasing
buildings in Cambridge.
Councillor Simmons (O-3) from 2/5/2018

18-21.

Report on the feasibility of initiating a formal transit study and action plan of the
Alewife area in response to unanimous concerns of the Envision Alewife Working
Group.
Vice Mayor Devereux, Councillor Kelley, Councillor Carlone, Councillor
Siddiqui (O-7) from 2/26/2018

18-27.

Report on why there continues to be significant audio and video difficulties during
live internet broadcasts of City Council meetings.
Councillor Simmons (Calendar Item #1) from 3/5/2018

18-37.

Report on the possibility of accepting the City of Boston's invitation to join their
intergenerational housing pilot program.
Councillor Mallon, Councillor Siddiqui, Councillor Simmons, Councillor
Toomey (O-1) from 3/26/2018

18-38.

Report on inventory of all City-owned vacant buildings and lots and the City's plans
for them, if any.
Councillor Mallon, Councillor Simmons, Vice Mayor Devereux, Councillor
Siddiqui (O-2) from 3/26/2018

18-44.

Report on ensuring an additional commitment of $20 million from the City’s budget
is devoted over the next five years toward the City’s efforts to preserve and create
affordable housing units.
Councillor Simmons, Councillor Siddiqui (O-6) from 4/23/2018

18-53.

Report on an updated schedule for resubmitting a revised draft of the Outdoor
Lighting Ordinance that incorporates suggestions from the Light Cambridge
Committee by June 11, 2018.
Vice Mayor Devereux, Councillor Carlone (O-1) from 5/14/2018

18-60.

Report on a small business parking pilot that would allow temporary on-street
employee parking during typical daytime operating hours.
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Councillor Mallon, Councillor Siddiqui, Councillor Simmons (Calendar Item #1)
from 5/14/2018
18-61.

Report on commissioning a public art piece, statue, or memorial that would
commemorate the dedication of women in Cambridge to passing the Nineteenth
Amendment.
Councillor Mallon, Councillor Simmons, Vice Mayor Devereux, Councillor
Siddiqui (O-5) from 6/4/2018

18-65.

Report on working with the Mayor’s Summer Youth Program and other appropriate
City departments to organize a Town Hall Meeting for Cambridge youth.
Councillor Simmons, Councillor Mallon, Mayor McGovern (O-5) from
6/18/2018

18-66.

Report on establishing a Young Adult Civic Unity Committee to be modeled after the
Citizen Civic Unity Committee and to recruit applicants from all across the
community and across all socio-economic backgrounds.
Councillor Simmons (O-7) from 6/18/2018

18-68.

Report on determining the permitting and legality issues of Peer-to-Peer Car Sharing
in the City of Cambridge.
Councillor Kelley, Councillor Zondervan (O-11) from 6/18/2018

18-73.

Report on establishing and implementing a dynamic new initiative that will seek to
place Port residents (ages 18 and over) on paths to jobs with family-sustaining wages.
Councillor Simmons (O-6) from 6/25/2018

18-81.

Report on efforts to be made to ensure that at least one public building at an
accessible location can be open on a Sunday or holiday that coincides with an
extreme heat event.
Vice Mayor Devereux, Mayor McGovern, Councillor Siddiqui (O-4) from
7/30/2018

18-83.

Report on an action plan to work with the City’s Community-Based Organizations to
create a network of summertime evening programming to reduce the threat of
violence in the City’s public spaces in 2019 and beyond.
Councillor Simmons, Councillor Zondervan, Councillor Toomey, Councillor
Mallon (O-9) from 7/30/2018

18-85.

Report on the feasibility of appointing an advisory committee to work through
resiliency elements raised during the Envision process and through the Brown
petition.
Councillor Toomey (O-13) from 7/30/2018

18-86.

Report on the feasibility of adopting a policy of replacing any failed 4000K LED
streetlights with warmer alternatives as opportunities arise, and offering
shielding/filtering upon request from nearby residents whenever possible.
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Councillor Zondervan, Councillor Carlone, Councillor Kelley, Vice Mayor
Devereux (O-14) from 7/30/2018
18-87.

Report on the navigational editing capabilities of the City of Cambridge.
Councillor Kelley, Councillor Zondervan, Councillor Mallon, Vice Mayor
Devereux (O-16) from 7/30/2018

18-88.

Report on contracting with an outside survey company to conduct a comprehensive
evaluation of inclusionary tenants' experiences, with a particular emphasis on biased
practices.
Councillor Mallon, Councillor Simmons, Mayor McGovern, Councillor Siddiqui
(O-17) from 7/30/2018

18-90.

Report on the feasibility of establishing a crosswalk at the intersection of Soden
Street and Western Avenue.
Councillor Simmons (Calendar Item #3) from 9/24/2018

18-91.

Report on drafting a plan that shall allow the Mayor’s Annual Harvard Senior
Luncheon to be held regardless of the weather conditions.
Councillor Simmons, Councillor Siddiqui (Calendar Item #4) from 9/24/2018

18-93.

Report on the sale of The Constellation Center's Parcel C in Kendall Square.
Councillor Kelley, Councillor Toomey (Calendar Item #7) from 9/24/2018

18-94.

Report on considering to work with consultants and other available resources to help
incorporate data access and management concerns into discussions, permits and
licenses for new mobility platforms.
Councillor Kelley (Calendar Item #8) from 9/24/2018

18-96.

Report on how the City views internet-based platforms as opportunities for outreach
and communication and what sort of guidelines have been, or are being, developed to
help everyone understand how the City’s various departments do or do not utilize
these communication resources and how any communications on these platforms are
managed so that the messaging and information is kept up-to-date.
Councillor Kelley (Calendar Item #10) from 9/24/2018

18-97.

Report on updating the vacant property database as well as reviewing the strategies
presented in the Storefront Vacancies Best Practices Report.
Councillor Siddiqui, Councillor Mallon, Councillor Zondervan, Councillor
Carlone (Calendar Item #12) from 9/24/2018

18-99.

Report on the creation and implementation of a survey or other feedback mechanism
for individuals who have been in contact with the Human Rights Commission.
Councillor Siddiqui, Councillor Simmons, Councillor Mallon (O-2) from
9/24/2018

18-100. Report on taking all possible immediate actions to preserve and restore Linear Park.
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Councillor Zondervan, Vice Mayor Devereux, Councillor Siddiqui, Councillor
Kelley (O-3) from 9/24/2018
18-101. Report on identifying ways to raise awareness about the prevalence of food allergies
and decrease the level of risk posed by food remnants left in public parks and
playgrounds.
Vice Mayor Devereux, Councillor Mallon, Councillor Carlone (O-1) from
10/1/2018
18-103. Report on seeking a formal response from CVS as it relates to a racial profiling
incident.
Councillor Simmons (O-6) from 10/1/2018
18-104. Report on a list of streets where it is recommended that the speed be reduced to 20
MPH
Vice Mayor Devereux (O-10) from 10/1/2018
18-105. Report on the feasibility of placing a condition in the public bidding documents
prohibiting municipal contractors from displaying any signage other than company
markers and contact information on vehicles.
Councillor Siddiqui, Mayor McGovern, Vice Mayor Devereux (O-1) from
10/15/2018
18-107. Report on prioritizing the Public Safety outreach measures in the FY20 budget.
Councillor Mallon, Mayor McGovern, Councillor Simmons (O-5) from
10/15/2018
18-108. Report on offering early voting in City Council and School Committee Elections.
Vice Mayor Devereux, Mayor McGovern, Councillor Siddiqui (O-1) from
10/29/2018
18-109. Report on the feasibility of fencing off an area on the North side of the Joan Lorentz
park for a dog park or at another suitable location in Mid-Cambridge.
Councillor Mallon, Councillor Siddiqui (O-2) from 10/29/2018
18-110. Report on determining whether unisex bathrooms can be installed in City Hall, or
whether existing bathrooms could be modified into unisex bathrooms.
Councillor Simmons, Vice Mayor Devereux, Mayor McGovern, Councillor
Siddiqui (O-3) from 10/29/2018
18-111. Report on addressing the increase of TNC-associated vehicles stopping in the middle
of streets and bicycle lanes.
Councillor Simmons (O-7) from 10/29/2018
18-112. Report on determining what measures would best serve to prevent vehicles from
blocking the Fresh Pond Mall's driveway onto Alewife Brook Parkway.
Vice Mayor Devereux, Councillor Kelley (O-8) from 10/29/2018
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18-113. Report on coordinating a walk down Rindge Avenue, covering at least from Haskell
Street to Sherman Street, to analyze the congestion and intersections with interested
residents to try to find mitigating solutions or to explain why mitigation may not be
possible
Councillor Kelley, Vice Mayor Devereux, Councillor Zondervan (O-12) from
10/29/2018
18-114. Report on opportunities and plans to increase signage or other communication efforts
to help ensure that all users of Brattle Street between Eliot and Mason Streets
understand the cyclists may be using Brattle Street in the opposite direction of
prevailing motor vehicle traffic.
Councillor Kelley, Vice Mayor Devereux (O-14) from 10/29/2018
18-115. Report on the current status of the Surveillance Technology Ordinance and a date the
City Council can expect an updated version of the proposed Ordinance.
Councillor Kelley, Councillor Carlone (O-16) from 10/29/2018
18-116. Report on the current status of any City Hall renovation plans and a timeline of
planned events.
Councillor Kelley, Councillor Carlone, Councillor Toomey (O-17) from
10/29/2018
18-118. Report on funding additional City summer food sites and collaborate on creative and
innovative ways to engage participants in programming that will increase the use of
open food sites.
Councillor Mallon, Vice Mayor Devereux, Councillor Siddiqui (O-1) from
11/5/2018
18-119. Report on evaluating the existing capacity of fire stations in the Kendall Square area
and whether a new fire station is needed, and if so, determining the feasibility of
locating a plot of land for this use.
Councillor Mallon, Mayor McGovern, Councillor Toomey (O-2) from 11/5/2018
18-120. Report on rethinking the approach to Envision Cambridge including a fact sheet on
the three zoning analyses during presentations to the community and focus the
presentations on getting feedback and buy-in on the goals of all six Envision
Cambridge Working Groups.
Councillor Zondervan, Vice Mayor Devereux (O-4) from 11/5/2018
18-122. Report on the possibility of posting a "no trucks" sign on Hancock Street.
Councillor Mallon, Councillor Siddiqui (O-3) from 11/19/2018
18-123. Report on ensuring funding for our municipal media services.
Councillor Mallon, Councillor Siddiqui, Vice Mayor Devereux, Mayor
McGovern (O-9) from 11/19/2018
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18-124. Report on contacting the owners of Twin City Plaza about the leasing of parking
spaces for construction vehicles instead of storing the vehicles on Gore Street.
Councillor Toomey (O-10) from 11/19/2018
18-126. Report back on the protected bicycle infrastructure along the entire length of River
Street as part of the FY20 River Street Redesign project.
Councillor Zondervan, Mayor McGovern, Vice Mayor Devereux, Councillor
Carlone (Calendar Item #2) from 11/5/2018
18-127. Report on providing a timeline when the City Council can expect to receive the draft
zoning and public health regulations for urban farming.
Vice Mayor Devereux, Councillor Mallon, Councillor Zondervan (O-1) from
11/26/2018
18-128. Report on creating a Small Business Saturday strategy that increases traffic to our
local businesses during the 2019 holiday season.
Councillor Mallon, Councillor Siddiqui (O-2) from 11/26/2018
18-129. Report on conducting a comprehensive, independent planning, and parking study of
the neighborhood and use of the First Street Garage within 6months.
Councillor Zondervan, Vice Mayor Devereux, Councillor Siddiqui, Councillor
Carlone (Calendar Item #1) from 11/19/2018
18-130. Report on working with the Chair of the Civic Unity Committee, the Director of the
Cambridge Library, the Director of 22-CityView, the Director of the Women’s
Commission, and any other appropriate City personnel to begin planning for a public
discussion in recognition of 100 Years of Women’s Suffrage.
Councillor Simmons, Councillor Siddiqui, Councillor Mallon, Vice Mayor
Devereux (O-3) from 12/3/2018
18-131. Report on the use of the cigarette disposal box program, how they are functioning,
how many the City has installed, how often they are emptied, if the program will be
expanded, and any other relevant program details.
Councillor Kelley, Mayor McGovern, Councillor Carlone, Councillor Mallon
(O-4) from 12/3/2018
18-132. Report on the negative traffic impact regarding the Davis Square Neighborhood Plan.
Councillor Kelley, Vice Mayor Devereux (O-5) from 12/3/2018
18-133. Report on raising the fines for blocking both loading zones and bike lanes to a
comparable rate to Boston for the 2020 fiscal year.
Councillor Mallon, Vice Mayor Devereux, Councillor Kelley (O-9) from
12/3/2018
18-134. Report on creating a more inclusive city website, including an Open Meeting Portal
registration form that does not require the use of gendered pronouns, salutations or
titles.
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Councillor Zondervan, Councillor Simmons, Councillor Mallon (O-11) from
12/3/2018
18-136. Report back on submitting a proposal that candidates would agree to not accept
donations from person outside of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
Councillor Toomey (O-15) from 12/3/2018
18-137. Report on reviewing the FCC Regulations on Small Cell Technology.
Vice Mayor Devereux (O-18) from 12/3/2018
18-138. Report on Improving Pedestrian Safety and all relevant traffic calming measures to
reduce speeding, implementing different paving surfaces, narrowing traffic lanes,
installing pedestrian crossing placards affixed to the ground and adding raised
intersections.
Mayor McGovern, Vice Mayor Devereux, Councillor Zondervan (O-1) from
12/10/2018
18-139. Report on the possibility of planting a substantial-sized tree at the corner of Inman
Street and Massachusetts Avenue, directly on the front lawn of City Hall.
Vice Mayor Devereux, Councillor Zondervan (O-2) from 12/10/2018
18-140. Table of Uses
Councillor Mallon, Councillor Simmons, Councillor Siddiqui (O-1) from
12/17/2018
18-141. Safe way to bring power across sidewalks
Councillor Kelley, Vice Mayor Devereux, Councillor Carlone, Councillor
Zondervan (O-2) from 12/17/2018
18-142. Targeting advertising efforts to education cyclists
Councillor Kelley, Vice Mayor Devereux, Councillor Toomey (O-3) from
12/17/2018
18-143. Business entity's beneficial ownership
Councillor Siddiqui, Mayor McGovern, Councillor Carlone, Councillor
Zondervan (O-4) from 12/10/2018
18-144. Process for obtaining and analyzing Eviction data
Councillor Siddiqui, Councillor Mallon, Councillor Simmons, Councillor
Carlone (O-6) from 12/17/2018
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